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FD-36 (Rev. 5-22-64) 


7 FBI 
ia Date: 4/5/68 : : Th Ala 
Transmit the following in PLAINTEXT 
(Type in plaintext or code) 
Via __ TELETYPE URGENT | 
(Priority) 
ad eer thes L 
TO. DIRECTOR 
FROM NEWARK (157- ) 


POSSIBLE RACI VIOLENCE, BRIDGETON, NEW JERSEY, APRIL 


FIVE-SIX, NINETEEN SIX’ IGHT, RACIAL MATTERS, 
CHIEF FRED SEMPLE, BRIDGETON, NEW JERSEY, POLICE 
DEPARTMENT, ADVISED TODAY THAT INFORMATION DEVELOPED THROUGH 


INFORMANTS AND SOURCES OF HIS DEPARTMENT CONCERNING LOCAL 


NEGRO RESENTMENT OF THE ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING 
REVEALS THAT THE MOOD OF THE NEGRO COMMUNITY IS SUCH THAT A 
STRONG POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT VIOLENT DEMONSTRATIONS WILL 
OCCUR AND SUCH ACTION CAN BE TRIGGERED BY ANY NORMAL POLICE 
ACTIVITY, HE HAS HIS MEN WORKING DOUBLE SHIFTS AND A MAJORITY 
OF HIS DEPARTMENT WILL BE ON DUTY DURING THE NIGHTS OF APRIL 
FIFTH AND SIXTH, NINETEEN SIXTY-EIGHT. 
ADMINISTRATIVE DATA Ji0- b¢I¢-/ 
APPROPRIATE AGENCIES ADVISED, LETTERHEADD MEMORANDUM 


Be 
FOLLOWS, BUREAU AND INTERESTED AGENCIES WILL-BE KEPT ADVISED 


OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS. 
-ARCHED_, woe 
TGB/meg. . 
edn (he. 
ay § 


/ 


Approved: 


J Special Agent in Charge \ is 


Sent 1} Du per df Asn— 
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WASHINGTON--92-- 
6:15 PM URGENT-@4/07/68  JPK 
TO DIRECTOR (PLAINTEXT) : 
(ATTN: DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION) 
"FROM NEWARK — 


RACIAL DISTURBANCE, BRIDGETON, NJ. FOUR SEVEN SIXTYEIGHT. 


CHIEF FRED SEMPLE, BRIDGETON, NUPD, ADVISED AT FOUR THIRTY PM, 

ON FOUR SEVEN SIXTYEIGHT THAT FOLLOWING AN ORDERLY AND PEACEFUL ME- 

-MORIAL MARCH IN MEMORY OF MARTIN LUTHER KING JR, HELD. 1N BRIDGETON 

FRO} Two PM TO TWO FORTYFIVE PM, A ROVING BAND OF APPROXIMATELY TWO 
HUNDRED NEGRO MALES RANGING IN AGE FROM SIXTEEN TO THIRTY SMASHED 


SIX WINDOWS IN BUISNESS ESTABLISHMENTS LOCATED. IN THE NEGRO SECTION OF 
TOWN, COMMENCING AT APPROXIMATELY THREE FIFTEEN PM™ THIS DATE. 

HE STATED THAT WITHIN AN HOURS TIME OFFICES OF THE BRIDGETON, 
NJPD, ASSISTED BY MEMBERS OF THE BRIDGETON STATION OF THE NUSP HAD 
SUCCESSFULLY BROKEN UP THE. BAND INTO SMALL ISOLATED GROUPS. HE SAID 
NO LOOTING TOOK PLACE AND ONLY THREE ARRESTS MADE;$ “ONE ADULT FOR CARRYING 
A CONCEALED WEAPON AND TWO JUVENILES ONE ON A MOTOR VEHICLE VIOLATION 


AND. THE OTHER FOR ATTEMPTING TO STEAL AN AUTOMOBILE. 


END PAGE ONES sees 


ERIALIZE 


( 
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NK PAGE Two 
; CHIEF’ SEMPLE HAS ALERTED: THE MILLVILLE AND VINELAND POLICE DE- 
PARTMENTS IN ADJOINING COMMUNITIES’ FOR POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE IN VIEW 


OF POSSIBILITY OF FUTURE TROUBLE WHEN DARKNESS SETS IN. * 


RENKTEL FOUR SIX AND FOUR SEVEN UNDER CAPTION "POSSIBLE RACIAL 
VIOLENCE BRIDGETON, NJ. FOUR FIVE - FOUR SIX SIXTYEIGHT.” 
“APPROPRIATE AGENCIES ADVISED. BUREAU AND INTERESTED AGENCIES 
WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF ANY ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENTS. 
LHM FOLLOWS. te 


END 2 
_ WA SHEXR 

FBI WASH DC 

TAP FTB FBI WASH DC 
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WASHINGTON --1-- 

URGENT ‘4/7/68 EJC 2:17 AM 

TO DIRECTOR /PLAIN TEXT/ 

. ATTENTION DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 
FROM ~- NEWARK . 


POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE, BRIDGETWON, Nd, APRIL FIVE - SIX . 
r 2 


SIXTY EIGHT RM 


CHIEF FRED SEMPLE BRIDGETON NJPD ADVISED TWELVE THIRTY-FIVE 
AM APRIL SEVEN. THAT NO INSTANCES OF RACIAL NATURE OCCURED - 
DURING EVENING HOURS OF APRIL SIX. : 
ADMINISTRATIVES RE, NK TEL APRIL SIX. APPROPRIATE 
AGENCIES. ADVISED. LHM FOLLOWS. 


END 


WA MSE FBI WASHDDC i 


‘ tf, 
; I a fiyen ME &p a os. 


me i iS? LS is lite 
AGE Dmae 2 asd 4% 


ee ff 
_ 1p Pe 
dieteted At him Aust, ae 


App Ro vec a ome 


|W 988 9 —_DotlaT sass sab Pages 


© o 
we . 
_ BLOE 
pean al 
WASHINGTON ~-92-- 2-33 “AM AM “RCM 
URGENT = 46-68 
(TO DIRECTOR (ATTENTION DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION) (PLAINTEXT) 
FROM NEWARK. . 
POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE pRIDGETON, NJ, APRIL FIVE ~ SIX 
SIXTYEIGHT. ° RM. aA 
CHIEF FRED SEMPLE, BRIDGETON, NJPD, ADVISED AT TWELVE-THIRTY aM, 
APRIL SIX,,SIXTYEIGHT, THAT THE ONLY INCIDENTS OF A RACIAL NATURE. 
OCCURRING IN BRIDGETON DURING EVENING HOURS OF APRIL FIVE WERE 
BREAKING OF TWO PLATE, GLASS WINDOWS IN BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS ‘LocaTED 
“IN NEGRO SECTION-OF TOWN BY NEGRO YOUNGSTERS THROWING STONES. 
“SEMPLE STATED YOUNGSTERS HAD FLED BY TIME POLICE ARRIVED ON SCENE 


AND THEIR IDENTITIES ARE UNKNOWN. 


ADMINISTRATIVE- 5 
RE NK TEL APRIL FIVE, SIXTYEIGHT. .APPROPRIATE AGENCIES ADVISED. 
LHM FOLLOWS. BUREAU AND INTERESTED AGENCIES WILL BE ‘ADVISED WHETHER 


OR NOT FURTHER ACTIVITY OCCURS. 


eee Ay : 
ERIALITZOW 2 lily | bh 


END soe oe 
py 

a No eT 

FBI WASH DC P 
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- WASHINGTON =-@1-~ 


URGENT 4/8/68 EJC 2:38 AM i 
TO DIRECTOR (PLAIN TEXT) | . 
ATTENTION DOMESTIC: INTELLIGENCE DIVISION | 
FROM NEWARK 
POSSIBLE RACIAL: VIOLENCE, BRIDGETOWN, NJ, APRIL FIVE =SEVEN 
SIXTY EIGHT RM 
CHIEF RED SEMPLE BRIDGETON PD ADISED AT TWELVE ZERO FIVE AM 
FOUR EIGHT SIXTY EIGHT THAT NO RACIAL, OUTBREAKS OCCURED DURING THE 
EVENING OF FOUR SEVEN SIXTY EIGHT; HOWEVER PD WAS HARASSED WITH 
A: NUMBER OF FALSE FIRE ALARMS AND HIT AND RUN TACTICS BY 
NEGRO TEENAGERS IN BREAKING PLATE GLASS WINDOWS IN SEVERAL 
BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS, HE STATED THAT ONE GRASS FIRE OF 
NO SIGNIFICANCE STARTED WITH A TOSSED MOLOTOV COCKTAIL AND 
ONE OCCASSION POLICE INTERCEPTED A GROUP OF TWENTY~TO THIRTY 
NEGRO TEENAGERS HEADING TOWARD WHITE BUSINESS SECTION OF TOWN AND 
“RECOVERED TWO MOLOTOV COCKTAILS WHICH WERE DROPPED AS GROUP FLED. 
HE SAID THAT DURING COURSE OF THE: EVENING TWO NEGRO JUVENILES AND 
ONE NEGRO TEENAGER ARRESTED AS DISORDRLY AND ANOTHER NEGRO ‘ 
TEENAGER FOR ATTEMPTED ASSAULT ON POLICE OFFICER. | a 


ADMINISTRATIVEs RE NK TEL FOUR SEVEN peal APPROPRIATE 


' “AGENCIES ADVISED. . LHM FOLLOWS. 


END 


NNSA " miGe nO aeeelO) 
WAS MSE FBI wash “De ee aan 4lslee47- ML 5 
ord de "2h, 


| declaTed TSB o/ i # 2:35AM ey°%a 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


CO OO 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU_OF INVESTIGATION 
» Newark; ‘New: Jersey . 


April 5, 1968 


POSSIBLE“RACIAL VIOLENCE 
BRIDGETON, NEW. JERSEY 
APRIL 5-6, 1968 

RACIAL “uotamns 


-Chiet ‘Frod Sexple, ‘Bridgeton, Yew ‘Jersey, Police. 


Dopaxtnent ,- advisod-on -April 5, 1953, that. Anfornation de- 
-wolooad .through.infornanta..and, Sources . 208: his: department, 


coacérning| local Negro -resestment’ over . -the <assassination 


of Dr, Martin Luther King, reveals. that; the, mood of ‘the Nogro 


coununity is such-thot a strong pos BADLTL ty ‘exists ‘that _ 
violent demonstrations will ‘occur and such action can. ba 
triggered by any ‘hovaal - ‘police. -aétivity. .He said that his- 
men are working double shifts and a majority of, his departuent 


‘will be on duty. during the evening hours of | “Apral 5 and 6, 


ED ee NEN —— 
WARE 


SERIAL 
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1968, 


The United States Attorney, Nowak, 108th Military - 
Intelligence Group, Newark, and Secret Service, ‘Newark, 
were advised. of thosabove. . 


This ‘decunent ‘ “contains neither recommendations. 
nor conclusions. of the Federal’ Bureau of... Investigation. - 
It ig the property of the Federal. Bureau of Investigation 
and is loaned to-your, agency; it and its contents are. not 
to be distributed outside your agency. > 


Ae os 


FD-365 (Rev. 9-27-65) 


Transmit the following in 


s 


FBI 


Date: 4/5/68 


(Type in plaintext or code) | 


Via AIRTEL : 
(Priority) 
- L 
To: Director, FBI ATTENTION: 
J CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 
From: SAC, NEWARK (157+ ) GENERAL INVEST. DIV. 


one gles 


SERIALIZED. 


FILED. - LHM being submitted 
wine wok. [_] Report being su mitte 
KD} _ [7] Preliminary investigationAnstitut 


ERALIZED 


i, ] DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV. 


Subject: POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE 
BRIDGETON, N. J. 
4/5=6/68 


CICR EL C1 VRA-65 [-] CRA-64 
CI PA [)]) PE CI PF 
[JBM [7] BM-Threats {| Racial Matters 


Summary of Complaint: 


Enclosed are eleven (11) ‘copies of & ‘mt, dated 
and captioned as above. Three (3) copies of the -LHM have 
been furnished to the USA, Newark, two (2) copies to. 108th & 
MI Gp, Newark, and one ay ‘copy each to NISg NYC, and. 
Philadelphia, "OSI, NYC, and Secret Service, Newark. ~ 


Chief FRED SEMPLE was contacted by SA THOMAS 
G. BUTTLE. 


f 
y 


Bureau and interested agencies will be kept 
advised of pertinent developments. 


y 


1-Bureau (Encis. 11) (Ru) 
4-Newark 

(1+157+1611) 

(1< 2671840) 
TGB/maje 
AGTION: UACB: nN 

(-] No further. action being taken a 

INDEXeL. &] LHM enclosed Le ry Co y fyrnish 


Ve 


FILED 


{_] Limited investigation instituted 


Approved: Sent 


Special Agent in Charge 


C] Klan’ (j Organization Ks 
a 


2 = ee 


NW 59682 Doold: 34286520 Page 8 


cl Loe CD 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


« _— 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to Newark, New Jersey 
File No. 


April 8, 1968 


POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE, 
BRIDGETON, NEW JERSEY, 
APRIL 5-6, 1968 

RACIAL MATTERS 


; _ #s#eference is made to memorandum dated April 5, 1968 
‘at Newark, ilew Jersey under above caption. 


; ; Chief Fred Semple, Bridgeton, New Jersey, Police 
Department, advised at 12:20am on April 6, 1962 that the 

only incident of a racial nature occurring in Bridgeton | 
‘during the evening hours of April 5, 1968 were the breaking 
of plate glass windows in Galle's Gulf Service Station, South 
Peark and Grove Streets, and Tony and Doug's Army and Navy 
Store, Broad and Pearl Streets, by ilegro youngsters” 

throwing stones. He commented that by the time police arrived 
on the scene the youngsters had gled and their identities 

are not known. , 


Chief Semple advised at 12:35am on April ‘7, 1968 
that no incidents of a racial nature occurred “in Bridgeton 
duringthe evening hours of April 6, 1968. 


oon. United States Attorney, iewark, New Jersey, 108th 
Military Intelligence Group and Secret Service,. Newark have. 
been advised of the above information. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are ach te be 
distributed outside. your agency. 


11 + Bureau 


3- USA, NK . - 

2 - 108th MI Gp, NK [7- 

1_NISO, XY VE, ALGL — £ 
1 - NISO, PH 

1- 


” OSI, NY f 
+7 Secret Service, NK a JAP» 
~~ Newark (157-2494) 
TGB:mafn . . : 
(23) a : a 


Aa, Ls 
OOD 
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FD-365 (Rev, 9-27-65) . ' - _ 


eed 


FBI 
Date: 4/8/68 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) | 


Via AIRTEL 


(Priority} . | 


—~__ L 
To: Director, FBI "ATTENTION: 
CICIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 
’ From: SAC, NEWARK. (157-2494) GENERAL INVEST. DIV. 
[8] DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIV. 
Subject; POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE, 
BRIDGETON, NJ,. 4/5-6/68,- 


[OCR [EL ([OVRA-65 [)CRA-64 
CIPA OPE CPF 
(1) BM [J] BM- Threats &] Racial Matters 
CJ Klan [J] Organization 
. yy Summary of Complaint: 
ie Nao Re NE tel. and airtel to Bu, ‘4/5/68. 
Ww NK tels, 4/6 and 7/68. 


. Enclosed: are. 11 copies. of an LHM dated and captioned 
NS ag above. ; : 
v 
¥ 
o. 


Three copies of this LHM have been furnished to USA, 
gs NK, NJ, two copies. to 108th MI Gp, NK, and one copy each to 
: NISO, NY and Philadelphia, OSI, NY and Secret Service, NK. 


Fx 


Chief FRED SEMPLE was contacted by SA THOMAS G. BUTTLE} 


i.-, Bureau (enc. 11) (ras) 
&3"S Newark 
“es (1 ~- 157-1611) 
ql - 187-1840) 
TGB: mafn 
_ Gon: UACB: 


[X] No further action being taken and 


the [&] LHM enclosed [&] Copy furnished to USA.X 
e 0G D LHM being submitted Gg ? 


[—] Report being submitted 


(_] Preliminary investigation instituted ; 
Limited investigation instituted 


Approved: Sent M Per 
Special Agent in Charge . 
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Cc... 8 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Newark, low Jorsey : 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


= 


Hee Oe 


April 3, 1968 


RACIAL DISTURBANCE, | 
BRIDGETOI, MEW JERSEY, 
APRIL 7, 1963 
RACIAL LATTERS 


Chief Fred Semple, Bridgeton, New Jersey, Police 


Depaxtment, advised on April 7, 1968 that following an 
‘orderly and peaceful march anc memorial service for Dr, Martin 
Luther King, Jx., which was held in Bridgeton from 2; 00-2: 45pm 
on April 7, 1968, approximately 200 Negro males ranging 

in ages from 16 to 30, who were in attendance at the services, 
returned on foot to the center of town and milled about on 
South Pearl Street chanting "kill" "kill" in an apparent 
attempt to provoke an incident with the local police. He 
stated that at about 3:15pm as local police were attempting 
to move the youths along, they commenced throwing stones 

at windows. and broke six plate glass windows in the following 
busmess establishments: 


Good. Will Industries Store, South Pearl and 


Warren Streets; 


Le 


KE33- 


Fisher Brothers Market, 73 South Pearl Street; 
Sherby's Fairlawn Market, 83 South Pearl Street; 


Bridgeton: Liquor Store, 164 South Pearl Street. 


Bureau 
USA, NK 
108th MI Gp, NK 
NISO, NY 

NISO, PH 

OSI, NY 

Secret Service 


7GB:mafm Ji- 2G Y-/ O 


t/ 


La 


Se 
Piceet 
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RACIAL DISTURBANCE, _ 
BRIDGETON, NEW JERSEY, 


APRIL 7, 19683 


Chief Semple said that no looting took place and 
within an hour's time members of his department, assisted by 
members of the Bridgeton Station of the New Jersey State 
Police, had successiully broken up this band of Negroes into 
small isolated groups. Ue added that during the course of 
this trouble Henry Curtis Scott, 403 Park Avenue, Vineland, 
New Jersey, a Negro, age » Was arrested on a charge of © 
Carvying Concealed Deadly Weapon and_Ronald Bowman, 75 Mill 
Street, Bridgeton, a Negro, age 16, was arrested’ on a charge 
of Attempted Larceny of Auto. Chief Semple added that he 
had alerted the Millville and Vineland, New Jersey Police 
Departments in adjacent communities for possible assistance 
in view of the possibility of further trouble when darkness” 
set in.. 


: Chief Semple advised at 12:05am on April 8, 1968" 
that no racial outbreak occurred in Bridgeton during the 
evening hours of April 7, 1958, de stated that his department 
‘was harrassed, however, by a number of false fire alarms and 
hit and run tactics by Negro teenagers breaking plate glass 
‘windows in the Amoco Service Station, South Pearl and Warren 
‘Streets and Sam's Friendly Service, 151 South Avenue, an 
“automobile agency. 


; Chief Semple commented that one grass fire of no 
Significance was started with a tossed molitav cocktail and 
on one occasion at about 8:45pm officers intercepted a group 
of 20 to 30 Hegro teenagers at South Avenue and Broad Street 
headed in the direction of Centex City and recovered two 
molitav cocktails which were dropped as the group fled. de 
‘stated that both molitav, cocktails were 12 ounce beer bottles 
filled with gasoline. 


Chief Semple added that durins 
evening two. Negro juveniles and ©:: 13 > 
were arrested on disorderly charges as 
1313 Lake Shore Avenue, Bricgeto:. a Ne 
charge of attempted assault on police c 
attempted to wrest a shotgun from Patrolman LL, 
South Pear] and Broad Streets. . 


RACIAL DISTURBANCE, 
BRIDGETON, NEW JERSEY, 
APRIL 7, 1968 


United States Attorney, Newark, New Jersey, . 
Losth Military Intelligence Group and Secret Service, Newark, 
have been advised of the above. 


__. This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FD-365 (Rev. 9-27-65) _ 
Toa ier iy fee: 


Weare 


o 


FBI \ 
; Date: 4/8/63 { a 


Transmit the following in : | 
; es (Type in plaintext or code) * 


Via. AIRTEL 
Sie ie (Priority) 


To: ° Director, FBI _ ATTENTION: a 
4 CUCIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 
From: SAC, NEWARK (157-2494) — GENERAL’ INVEST. DIV. 


rah DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE E DIV. 
Subject; POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE, ; 
. BRIDGETON, NJ,. 4/5-6/68.-_ 


OcrkR CEL CI Coe: C CRA- 64 ; 
COPA ()PE*OPF: 
a BM [(()BM-Threats [Racial Matters 

(J Klan (CJ Organization = 


~ 
& ; NISO, N¥ and Philadelphia, OSI, NY and Secret. Service, NK. 


Fe a = 157-1611) 
‘ (1 = 157-1840) 
TGB: main 

TON: ‘UACB:. 

_, (&) No further action being taken and 


aha (7 LHM being submitted 

/ i Report being submitted 
(3 Preliminary investigation instituted 
(_} Limited investigation instituted 
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? ’, Summary of Complaint: ee 
A < oY Re NK tel and airtel to Bu, 4/5/68. 
Ixy _NK tels, 4/6 and.7/68. . + 
Enclosed: aro. 12 acuta of an LEM dated and caUee noe , 

Y as above. 
7 
¥ : Three: eonkee of this LEM have been furnished to USA, 
S MN, ‘Ng, two copies to 108th MI Gp, NK, and one copy cack to 


Chief FRED SEMPLE was contacted by SA THOMAS G. BUTTLE| 


oy 


- - a 
FD-159 (Rev. 5-23-66} 


. t 
RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES 


Orally ____== Ss: By Telephone Hf Written Communication — 
date a date 


te 
Information concerning: (Britten “tae fluad ee+tatthpateat Brccly Cee 
Ay Lew lip. Mee eal AB ra nears, prtfiar 


Information furnished from File, Serial, and Page Number: 


IST 2494 ~ § 


Information furnished was obtained: 
oO during course of Bureau investigation 
(7 trom informants 


rom complainants or other sources 


Information furnished tos ra 
<4 


Sy peep ~ 


mn Mp . Neveerb- 


7 


2 


Number of items disseminated 


Remarks: 


INDEXED 
SERIALIZED FILED 


APRS 0 1968 


BL NEWARK 


Le fh. Ae. 


Special Agent 


a6 £55 KE 
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